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Bio. Rooney Columbus is a Ph.D. candidate in Higher Education with a concentration in Public Policy at the 
University of Michigan School of Education’s Center for the Study of Higher and Postsecondary Education. His 
research uses quasi-experimental methods and large administrative datasets to study issues of policy and practice 
where postsecondary education and employment intersect. More specifically, he studies topics involving career 
and technical education (CTE) in sub-baccalaureate education and higher education finance. Prior to his doctoral 
studies, he was the program manager for Domestic Policy Studies and a research associate in the Center on Higher 
Education Reform at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, D.C. He has a B.A. in Philosophy, Politics, 
Economics, and Law from the University of Richmond. 

Project. Rooney will study the influence of changing labor-market conditions on community college students’ 
persistence decisions within CTE programs of study. To do so, he will link county- and industry-level data from the 
U.S. Census with student-level administrative records from the Colorado Community College System. The project 
will contribute insight towards the dynamic, educational goals of community college students and the range of 
outcomes that constitute success in sub-baccalaureate CTE programs. 

“We have designed this CTE Fellows 
program to provide scholars with the 
unique opportunity to be part of a 
community and a formal curriculum 
to develop their research skills while 
working toward improving the field 
of CTE.” — James Bartlett II,  Ph.D.,  

Principal Investigator James E. Bartlett II, Ph.D.    
james_bartlett@ncsu.edu
Twitter @drjamesbartlett 
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For more information contact:

#ECMCFFellows
http://go.ncsu.edu/ctefellows

Fellows will be part of a community that 
participates in two national research 
training institutes, research methods 
webinars, works with CTE research 
mentors, and conducts postsecondary 
CTE research.  
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